~~~
~Halloween Games for Preschoolers~
DODGING  DONUTS

Before the party, thread a light string through a mini donut and tie the donut to one end. On the other end, tie a twist tie or paperclip.   You will need a string with a donut/clip for each child.  Hang a clothesline or heavy string from one side of a door frame to the other.  (Even better than a string is a tension curtain rod if you are using a doorway). Using the twist tie or paper clip, hang a donut from the clothesline so it is about toddler mouth level.  Let each child try to catch his/her donut without touching it. Have them close their eyes before you tell them to start. (They won't stay closed in the excitement, but that’s okay!). The goal is to bite the donut without touching it or the string. They will probably do both, but it’s the fun that counts.   Remove all strings when game is over.

PIN THE NOSE ON THE JACK O LANTERN OR THE SCARECROW
If you find a large cardboard pumpkin or scarecrow in the stores,  all you need do is cut out a triangle nose for each guest.  Otherwise, a sheet of posterboard and markers will produce a satisfactory face sans nose.  Put a rolled piece of tape on the back of each nose before handing it to the player.  It helps keep peace to put each players name on their nose, as well.  If you want to have a winner,it  is the one who gets the closest to the place where the nose should be.  
JACK O LANTERN BEAN BAG TOSS

Use a foam board (or large box) and construction paper or markers to create a large jack o lantern.  For little ones, cut out the mouth only.  For older ones, you might want to also cut out eyes and nose and give points for any beanbags tossed in the smaller openings.  Kids play one at a time.  You can use one bean bag per turn and give each child two or three turns in rotation.  OR give the player three bean bags to throw in a one turn game.  

TREASURE HUNT

Choose a container large enough to let several children have access at once – a flat box, tote, sandbox of 8-10 inch depth.  Fill it with sand to a depth of 2-3 inches. This can be messy so plan to do it outdoors or cover the floor with plastic tablecloth. Then throw in several handfuls of Halloween trinkets, like spider rings, erasers, bracelets.  Let children hunt for treasure and keep what they find.  Kids have been known to dump their treasures back in so they can “find” them again. 

PASS THE PUMPKIN

Have children sit in a circle on the floor about an arm’s length apart. Children will pass a small pumpkin (real or artificial) around the circle while music plays.  Stop the music without warning.  The child holding the pumpkin stands up and leader says this rhyme:
  “Hello (name), Spooky Boo,  What’s the trick you are going to do?  Will you hop, or bend, or spin around, stretch or wiggle or touch the ground?”  Child is allowed to do one of the movements, before setting back down, music begins and pumpkin is passed. 
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